is just here. Nine tenths of the difficulties are overcome when our hearts are
ready to do the Lord’s will, whatever it may be. When one is truly in this state, it
is usually but a little way to the knowledge of what His will is.

“Having done this, | do not leave the result to feeling, or simple impression. If so,
I make myself liable to great delusions.

“l seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in connection with, the Word of
God. The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If | look to the Spirit alone
without the Word, | lay myself open to great delusions also. If the Holy Spirit
guides us at all, He will do it according to the Scriptures and never contrary to
them.”

(NOTE: these three selections originate from Narratives & Addresses, by
George Miller but have been reproduced here from George Miiller of Bristol, by
Arthur T. Pierson and Spiritual Secrets of George Miuller, selected by Roger
Steer)

Prayer Burdens
Pray more saints could participate and enjoy the blessings in group gatherings

2. CS sisters' fellowship meetings on 3/29 (9:30 AM to 1:30 PM) and 3/30 (1:30 PM to 3:00
PM)

3. CS district gospel meeting on 3/29 during H1C7's weekly group meeting

Announcements:

General

1. Videos of Lord's Day messages available
The web site www.churchintoronto.org now has the videos of the Lord's day sharing. It
is being updated on a regular basis.

The church in Toronto
Twelve Baskets Full Week 15
March 31 - April 12, 2008
The Key to Prayer
Weekly Bible Reading:
Genesis 18:16-33; Joshua 7:1-26; 2 Samuel 21:1-9, 14; John 12:27-28;
Matthew 26:39-46; 15:22-28; Mark 7:24-30
Hymns:

339, 452, 581, 708, 807
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Monday
Verses for Morning Revival

Matthew 7:7-8

7  Ask and it shall be given to you; seek and you shall find; knock and it shall
be opened to you.

8 For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it shall be opened.

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

Introduction

“Prayer is a matter of great importance in the spiritual life of a Christian. Every
true Christian realizes this and prays. However, even though some of the Lord's
children spend time praying over many matters, they do not seem to get through
in prayer. It seems as if they have not found the way to pray. This is because
they have not discovered the key.

“In whatever we do, we must first have the key, the secret. If we want to enter a
room and the door is locked, we will not find the way in unless we possess the
key. Suppose we need two people to carry a table through a door. Some may
do it without a problem; but others may do it awkwardly, bumping and banging it
in a vain effort to get it through the door. The size of the table and the width of
the door is the same; the only difference is with the people who are carrying the
table. Some have the key to carrying the table, while others do not. People who
have found the key do things well; they are able workers. Once a person gets
the key, he can do things twice as fast as others do, while those who do not
have the key labor in vain. The same principle applies to prayer. Matthew 7
speaks of principles relating to prayer, one of which is, ‘He who seeks finds’ (v.
8). Seeking requires effort. Anyone who looks in a half-hearted, leisurely manner
will probably not find anything. Seeking involves patience and perseverance,
and unless we are thorough, we will not find what we seek. If God does not
answer our prayers, we must exercise patience and diligently seek the key to
prayer. God answered the prayers of many of the saints in the past because
they had the key to prayer. By reading the biography of George Miiller, the one
who founded a number of orphanages, we can see that he was a man of prayer;
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throughout his entire life, he was always receiving answers to prayer. George
Muller had discovered the key. Many earnest Christians pray at great length;
they pray wordy prayers, but they do not receive answers from God. In prayer,
words are essential, but our words must be to the point; they should be words
that touch the heart of God and move Him so that He has no alternative but to
grant our requests. Words that are to the point are the key to prayer. These
kinds of words match God's will, and He cannot but respond to them. Let us find
the key to prayer from a few scriptural illustrations.”

Tuesday
Verses for Morning Revival

Hebrews 1:9a
9  You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; ...

Genesis 18:25b
25 ...Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

Abraham's Prayer for the Righteous in Sodom

“When God made known to Abraham that He was about to execute judgment on
Sodom and Gomorrah for their wickedness, Abraham waited before God. Then
he began to pray for Sodom. He did not just open his mouth and say, ‘O God,
have mercy on Sodom and Gomorrah!” He did not beseech God with great
intensity, saying, ‘Oh, forbid that Sodom and Gomorrah should be destroyed!
Abraham laid hold of the fact that God is a righteous God (Gen. 18:25); this was
the key to his prayer. In deep humility and with great earnestness, he proceeded
to ask God one question after another. His questions were his prayers. As he
proceeded in prayer, he stood steadfastly on the ground of God's righteousness.
At length he said, ‘Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak yet but this
once: Peradventure ten shall be found there’ (v. 32). Following this he did not
ask or make any more requests. After God answered, we are told that ‘the Lord
went his way’ (v. 33). Abraham did not try to hold on to God; he did not try to go
on praying. He returned to his place. Some people may think that Abraham
should have continued beseeching God and that he should not have stopped
with just ten people. However, the Scriptures show that Abraham knew God,
and he knew the key to prayer. He heard the Lord say, ‘The cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great, and...their sin is very grievous...the cry of it...is come unto
me’ (vv. 20-21). If there were not even ten righteous people in a city, what kind
of a city was it? The Lord loves righteousness and hates lawlessness (Heb. 1:9).
He cannot cover sin and refrain from judgment. The destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah was the awful consequence of their sin, and it was the manifestation
of God's righteousness. When He overthrew those cities, He did no injustice to a
single righteous person; He ‘rescued righteous Lot, who had been oppressed by
the licentious manner of life of the lawless’ (2 Pet. 2:7). Abraham's prayer was to
the point, and it was answered. There was no unrighteousness with God. He did
not ‘slay the righteous with the wicked’ (Gen. 18:25). We worship and we praise
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“Isaiah 62:6 says,

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem,

| have appointed watchmen;

All day and all night

They will never keep silent.

“These watchmen are men of prayer. They have to be on watch tirelessly in order to know if

something is happening and cry out when it does. A man of prayer must be one who reminds

the Lord continually. This is not the work of one individual or a few men; there is the need for a

group of men to pray this way. ‘All day and all night they will never keep silent.” These are

companies watching together, and together they discover something, and together they pray
unceasingly to God. Their prayers do not cease ‘until He establishes and until He makes
Jerusalem a praise in the earth’ (v. 7). We must persevere in prayer until the Body of Christ is
built up. God needs our prayers. He wants us to have a spirit of prayer, the atmosphere of

prayer, and the key to prayer. Brothers and sisters, let us arise and learn to pray. Let us seek

the key to prayer so that we may meet God's need today.”

Note: Text in quotations is based upon the booklet, The Key to Prayer by Watchman Nee. Bold type and/or
underlining have been added for emphasis.

Our Experience in the Church Life

George Muller's Key — Acting according to the Mind of God with a Heart
Ready to do the Lord’s Will

“I myself have for twenty-nine years been waiting for an answer to prayer
concerning a certain spiritual blessing. Day by day have | been enabled to
continue in prayer for this blessing...Thus you see, dear reader, that while |
have hundreds, yea, thousands of answers, year by year, | have also, like
yourself and other believers, the trial of faith concerning certain matters.”
“In reading about all these answers to prayer, the believing reader may be led to
think that | am spiritually minded above most of the children of God, and that
therefore the Lord favours us thus. The true reason is this. Just in as many
points as we are acting according to the mind of God, in so many are we
blessed and made a blessing.

“Our manner of living is according to the mind of the Lord, for He delights in
seeing his children thus come to Him (Matt. 6); and therefore though | am weak
and erring in many points, yet He blesses me in this particular, and, | doubt not,
will bless me as long as He shall enable me to act according to His will in this
matter.”

“| seek at the beginning to get my heart in such a state that it has no will of its
own in regard to a given matter. Nine tenths of the trouble with people generally
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however, we do not try to discover the reason that God has not answered our
prayer. Brothers and sisters, how can we expect God to answer such foolish
prayers? In all of our prayers we must first find the key; only as we do this can
we expect to have constant answers from God.”

Saturday
Verses for Morning Revival

Psalm 119:145a-149a

145 | called with my whole heart; answer me, O Jehovabh...

146 | called upon You; save me, And | will observe Your testimonies.
147 | anticipated the dawn and cried out; | hoped in Your words.

148 My eyes anticipated the night watches, That | might muse upon Your
word.

149 Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness; O Lord...

Ephesians 6:18b-19

18 By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and
watching unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the
saints,

19 And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my
mouth, to make known in boldness the mystery of the gospel,

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

Pray, Listen, and Respond Accordingly

“Having looked at these illustrations related to prayer, bear in mind that as we
pray we should heed the inner voice and not be governed by our circumstances
, thoughts, or affections. When that still small voice within tells us to pray, when
in the depths of our being we have a sense that we should pray, then we should
pray at once. Circumstances should only be a means of driving us into the
presence of God to wait on Him; they should not be our master, and we should
not be hindered by them from praying. Our mind should only serve to organize
our inner feelings, which should be then expressed in words; our mind should
not be the source of prayer. Prayer is the expression of the inner feelings
through the mind; it does not originate in the mind. Prayer according to the will
of God is only possible when we are in harmony with His will; it is not an
exercise of forcing God to oblige man's emotions. Unless our emotions are dealt
with, it is impossible for us to pray; prayers will not have a way to be released.
Once we are under the control of our emotions, we will pray in a natural way
according to our subjective desires; it will be hard to pray according to the inner
leading. Therefore, we must touch the key to prayer. Whenever we find
ourselves praying ineffectively, fruitlessly, and insufficiently, we must ask the
Lord for light and seek to discover the cause. As we inquire of the Lord, we will
reach a point at which we feel that we have gotten through, when something
within clicks, and a still small voice within says, ‘That's it!" We have found the
key to prayer. As we use the key and pray on, we can be assured that God will
answer our prayer.
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Him.
Wednesday
Verses for Morning Revival

John 14:13-14

13 And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

14 If you ask Me anything in My name, | will do it.

John 12:28
28 Father, glorify Your name. Then a voice came out of heaven: | have both
glorified it and will glorify it again.
Readings for Inspiration and Truth

Joshua's Inquiry about the Failure at Ai

“When the children of Israel attacked the city of Ai, ‘they fled before the men of
Ai. And the men of Ai struck some of them, about thirty-six men; and they
pursued them from before the gate unto Shebarim and struck them on the slope.
And the heart of the people melted and became like water’ (Josh. 7:4-5). After
such a mighty triumph at Jericho, why did the children of Israel suffer such a dire
defeat at Ai? The only thing that Joshua could do was to prostrate himself
before God, seek after God, wait on Him, and inquire into the cause of the
defeat. Joshua was grieved on account of the danger that Israel had fallen into,
but he was grieved more by the dishonor that was brought to the name of the
Lord; therefore, he inquired, ‘What will You do for Your great name?’ This was
the key to his prayer. He honored the name of God. His concern was for what
God would do for the sake of His own name! When Joshua came to this point,
God spoke. He said, ‘Israel has sinned....Thus the children of Israel are not able
to stand before their enemies....I will not be with you anymore, unless you
destroy that which was devoted to destruction from among you’ (vv. 11-12). God
was concerned for His own name and could not tolerate sin among His people.
He heard Joshua's prayer and instructed him to discover and do away with the
sin that had caused the trouble. After Joshua was clear about the reason for
Israel's defeat, he rose up early in the morning to deal with the matter and
discovered that the trouble was Achan's sin of covetousness. When Israel had
dealt with this sin, their defeat was turned into victory. To tolerate and hide one's
sin is to cause God's name to be blasphemed and to give Satan occasion to
attack God's people. Joshua did not just open his mouth in undiscerning zeal
and plead with God to save His people and make them victorious once again.
The dishonor that was brought upon God's great name grieved him, and his
plea reminded God to take up the matter for His own name's sake. His prayer
was to the point, and it brought an answer from God. Joshua had to first find the
reason for failure. He had to discover the sin and deal with it before glory could
be given to Jehovah the God of Israel.”

Thursday
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Verses for Morning Revival

2 Samuel 21:1b, 14b
1 ...David inquired of the Lord. And the Lord answered...

14 ...that God heeded the prayer for the land.

Matthew 26:38b, 39

38 ...My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and
watch with Me.

39 And going forward a little, He fell on His face and prayed, saying, My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as
You will.

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

David's Inquiry about the Three-Year Famine

" ‘Then there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and
David inquired of the Lord’ (2 Samuel 21:1). David did not simply open his lips
and pray, ‘O God, this famine has lasted three years; we beseech Thee to have
mercy on us. Take this famine away from us and grant us a rich harvest this
year.” No, David did not pray in that way. ‘David inquired of the Lord.” He sought
to find the cause of the famine. David's inquiry was to the point; he touched the
key. God said, ‘It is for Saul, and for his bloody house, because he slew the
Gibeonites’ (v. 1). God will not tolerate the sin of breaking a vow, and David had
to deal with this sin. After he dealt with this, the Word of God records that ‘God
was entreated for the land’ (v. 14). David possessed the key to prayer; his
prayer was to the point, and his prayer brought God's answer.

'Ighe Prayers of the Lord Jesus — for the Father’s Glory, and for His Will to Be
one

“The prayers of our Lord were always perfect, and they always touched the key
to prayer. When He refused to see the Greeks who sought Him, He said, ‘Now
is My soul troubled; and what shall | say?’ (John 12:27). He turned the matter
over carefully and thought, ‘What shall | say? Father, save Me out of this hour.’
No, He knew He could not pray in that way. He realized, ‘For this reason | have
come to this hour’ (v. 27); therefore, He prayed, ‘Father, glorify Your name.’ This
prayer was answered immediately. ‘Then a voice came out of heaven: | have
both glorified it and will glorify it again’ (v. 28). If this is the way the Son of God,
as the Son of Man, prayed to God on the earth, how dare we on the impulse of
the moment open our lips and utter rash prayers! It is essential that we learn the
key to prayer.

“That night in the garden of Gethsemane our Lord Jesus was exceedingly
sorrowful, even to death. How did He pray under those circumstances? ‘My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as | will, but as You
will' (Matt. 26:39). He possessed the key to prayer. He had no fear of death, and
He was not without His own will. But He did not choose to take His own will; He
wanted to take the Father's will. So He prayed a second time, ‘My Father, if this
cannot pass away unless | drink it, Your will be done’ (v. 42). He prayed a third
time, ‘saying the same word again’ (v. 44). When He was utterly clear
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concerning the Father's will, He said to His disciples, ‘The hour has drawn
near....Arise, let us be going’ (v. 45-46). If our Lord as a man on the earth
mastered the key to prayer and set Himself aside in order to seek after God's
will, how dare we randomly utter a few words in prayer and conclude we have
discerned God's will!”

Friday
Verses for Morning Revival

Matthew 15:22, 25

22 And behold, a Canaanite woman came out from those borders and cried
out, saying, Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter suffers
terribly from demon possession.

23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored
Him, saying, Send her away, for she is crying out after us.

24 But He answered and said, | was not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.

25 But she came and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, help me!

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

The Prayer of the Canaanite Woman — Based on the Right Ground

“When the Canaanite woman was in distress, she cried out in her need, ‘Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David!" (Matt. 15:22). Was she earnest in prayer?
Truly she was. But it is amazing that the Lord ‘did not answer her a word’ (v. 23).
The disciples seemed to be in sympathy with her because they said on her
behalf, ‘Send her away, for she is crying out after us’ (v. 23). But what did the
Lord reply to them? He said, ‘I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel’ (v. 24). The Lord's reply gave the woman the key to approach
Him. She saw that the Son of David was related only to the house of Israel, not
to the nations. So she came and worshipped Him, saying, ‘Lord, help me!" (v.
25). She called Him ‘Lord,” not ‘Son of David.” She realized that only the house
of Israel had the right to use that title, so she forsook the wrong ground on which
she had been standing and addressed her prayer to Him as Lord. This prayer
brought His answer: ‘It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to
the little dogs’ (v. 26). The answer seemed so cold that it sounded as though the
Lord was rejecting and embarrassing the woman. Actually, He was trying to
show her where she stood so that she might know the meaning of grace. The
woman saw her own place; she saw the Lord as well as His grace, and seizing
the key to prayer, she said, ‘Yes, Lord, for even the little dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their masters' table’ (v. 27). This called forth the Lord's
commendation, and He said to her, ‘O woman, great is your faith! (v. 28). She
had found the key to prayer, and spontaneously she had faith. In Mark 7 the
Lord said, ‘Because of this word, go. The demon has gone out of your daughter’
(v. 29). Her prayer was answered ‘because of this word.” Her word touched the
key to prayer. This is what we need to learn. Often we pray, yet our prayer
seems to disappear like a stone dropped into the ocean; it goes away without
any answer from God. We have not found the right key to unlock the door;
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