
Hebrews 1:8-13

PRAYER
“O God, our God, we want to bow down and worship You. Everything that You have
ordained is good. We often choose our own way, but You hinder us and do not
prosper us. You seem to cause us to run into a wall. We would like to say that this is
best if it pleases You. We cannot ask why You have done this. We cannot ask why
You have treated our brothers and sisters in one way and us in another way. We
cannot ask why You have given grace to some brothers and sisters but do not give
grace to us. We want to accept Your ways. We want to accept them when they are
reasonable and when they are not. We want to accept them when they prosper us
and when they do not. Teach us to see our ways, and teach us to see Your ways.
You do not need to give us a reason for what You have done. Whatever You do is
right. Stop us from arguing and reasoning about every matter. Save us from all the
‘whys.’ Save us from all the questionings. We look to You to save us. Bring our
hearts to the point where we become the footstool to Your throne for You to step.
Enable us to submit and to worship. Bless our brothers and sisters. We look to You
to give grace to us. In the name of the Lord Jesus, Amen.”
 
 

Note: Text in quotations is based upon the booklet, Worshipping the Ways of God, by Watchman Nee. Bold

type and/or underlining have been added for emphasis.

Prayer Burdens

Announcements:

8 But of the Son, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the scepter of
uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Your
God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your partners' ”;

10 And, “You in the beginning, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth, and the
heavens are the works of Your hands;

11 They will perish, but You remain perpetually; and they all will become old like
a garment,

12 And like a mantle You will roll them up; like a garment they will also be
changed; but You are the same, and Your years will not fail.”

13 But to which of the angels has He ever said, ``Sit at My right hand until I set
Your enemies as a footstool for Your feet''?

1. Young people's dinner of thanks - Saturday, March 15

2. CS college and young working saints blending with Lighthouse on 3/14

3. Easter weekend - English-speaking special event, Hall 3 - March 23, Fellowhip regarding
church life.
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March 17 - March 29, 2008

 Worshipping the Ways of God, Part 2 

Weekly Bible Reading:

 Joshua 1:1-18, 5:1-15; Judges 7:1-25; Genesis 22:1-24; 1 Samuel 1:1-

28, 2:1-11;

Hymns:

 877, 192, 454, 36, 40

Monday

Verses for Morning Revival

Joshua 5:13-15

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Worshipping God as the Captain of Jehovah's Army
“In the book of Joshua, God commissioned Joshua to lead the Israelites into the
land of Canaan. What a weighty responsibility! Moses had become old and died;
Aaron had died as well. The only person left was the young man Joshua. Those
who had the ability to bear this burden had already gone, leaving a young man
alone. What could he do? What must he have felt? The mature, experienced Moses
could not do it; how can a young man like himself do it? How could he cope with the
seven formidable tribes inhabiting the land of Canaan? And how could he lead a
people like the children of Israel with their fear of death and their constant
complaints? Joshua was faced with this challenge. Can we blame him for feeling
overwhelmed? No, we cannot. If we were in the same circumstances, we would feel
overwhelmed too.
“At this point, however, Joshua saw a vision of a great Man with a drawn sword.
Joshua did not recognize the Man and asked, ‘Are You for us or for our
adversaries?’ (5:13). We must pay close attention to this question. How did the Man
answer him? Many people erroneously believe that the Man said He had come to
help Joshua, but the Man did not answer in this way. In His answer He first said,
‘Neither,’ that is, I am not here to help you, nor to help your adversaries. I am here
for only one thing; ‘as the Captain of Jehovah's army have I now come’ (v. 14).
Thank God for doing this. Thank God that this is what the Lord Jesus does! He does

13 Now once, when Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked; and
behold, there was a man standing opposite him, and His sword was drawn in
His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, Are You for us or for our
adversaries?

14 And He said, Neither, but as the Captain of Jehovah's army have I now come.
Then Joshua fell to the ground upon his face and worshipped. And he said to
Him, What does my Lord speak to His servant?

15 And the Captain of Jehovah's army said to Joshua, Remove your sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy. And Joshua
did so.

Twelve Baskets Full Week 14 Page 1



not help us, neither does He help our adversaries, but He comes as the Captain of
the Lord's army. If we are God's army, then He comes to be our Captain. This is not
a question of receiving help, but of accepting leadership. He has not come to offer
assistance but to demand subjection. He does not come to help but to lead. He
says, ‘As the Captain of Jehovah's army have I now come.’ How did Joshua react
when he heard these words? ‘Joshua fell to the ground upon his face and
worshipped.
“Brothers and sisters, we must learn the ways of God, and this is another of His
ways. God does nothing to assist us or to assist our enemies. God does not stand in
the midst of the conflict giving a little help here or there. God wants to be the
Captain, and He demands our submission. In the face of so many foes, the need
would not be answered if God merely helped us. Submitting to Him will solve the
whole problem.
“The issue is not whether or not God is helping us, but whether we are submitting to
His leadership. When He is in command, all is well. A great trouble today among
God's children is that we want everything to revolve around us and everything to
serve our interests. But God will not allow this. He wants to bring us to the point of
simply submitting to Him. When this matter is settled, all other problems vanish.
“Joshua fell to the ground upon his face and worshipped. If we know God's ways by
knowing Him as our Captain, God will handle everything, and we will worship Him.
God does not come to assist us in battle; He comes to lead the troops. If we hope
He will help us in the fight, we have misunderstood God. God comes to lead the
troops. We must submit before Him. When we learn the true meaning of worship, we
will also know that there is now a sword drawn on our behalf.”

Tuesday

Verses for Morning Revival

Judges 7:15

1 Samuel 2:1

1 Peter 2:5

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Worshipping God for Opening the Way
“In the book of Judges there is a section that relates to Gideon. In chapter seven
Gideon had no assurance; he did not know if he would be able to win the battle. He
went to the camp of the Midianites and heard one Midianite say to another, ‘I have
just had a dream. There was this round loaf of barley bread tumbling through the
camp of Midian. And it came to the tent and struck it, so that it fell and turned upside
down. And the tent collapsed. And his companion answered and said, This is

5 And when Gideon heard the account of the dream and its interpretation, he
worshipped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, Arise, for
Jehovah has delivered the camp of Midian into your hand.

1 And Hannah prayed and said: My heart exults in Jehovah; My horn is exalted
in Jehovah; My mouth is enlarged against my enemies, Because I rejoice in
Your salvation.

5 You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house
into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.
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up all his flocks; nothing was left. Yet another servant told him that he had been
robbed and nothing was left. Finally, another servant then came and told him that a
great wind from beyond the desert had destroyed his house and killed all his
children. Four different servants came and told him that nothing was left (Job 1:13-
18). Then Job, whom the Lord said knew of His endurance, rose up, tore his
clothes, shaved his head, and fell to the earth and worshipped (v. 20). This was the
first thing he did. He not only worshipped God Himself but also His ways. Please
remember that there was no element of vindication in this instance as there was in
the case of David. It was purely a matter of God doing as He pleased. Nothing was
going the right way; there was only suffering. In one day he lost everything; in a
matter of minutes he was bereft of everything. Job was a man who submitted to the
ways of God. He was able to say, ‘God, You have done right.’
“Brothers and sisters, I do not know what you have gone through, but I do know that
God is doing a stripping work on many people, causing them to lose much and
blocking their ways. I would like to find out how they are reacting. Many people
disqualify themselves from blessing because they keep kicking, fighting, and
questioning. They murmur, ‘Why do others not have such difficulties? Why am I the
only one with problems? Everyone else turns mud into gold, but I turn gold into mud.
Everything I touch goes wrong.’ They do not understand why it goes well with others
while they have problems. It is easy for others to be Christians, but with them it is
not so easy. Perhaps they can do things better than others, but they meet with so
many difficult situations. Let me say that it does not matter what we say. We still
must learn to obey God and submit before Him. We must learn to receive God's
ways. God is in our business, among our friends, and in our environment. The ways
He has ordained for us are all good. They are good both in suffering and in
happiness. When we submit to God's ways, we will worship.
“A true worshipper cannot complain. Job 1:20 tells us that we must accept the Lord's
ways without question. It does not matter whether the circumstances are good or
bad. Practicing this is true worship. I do not know what God's ways are with us. It
does not matter whether or not God provides a reason for our suffering; God is
always good. God had a reason in David's case; it was his sin. We are able to
explain this suffering. However, often there is no reason, no sin. We are not worse
than other Christians; we may even be somewhat better than others. So then why
do we meet with these difficulties? We should only praise God from the bottom of
our hearts and submit to His ways. We must say, ‘God, what You have done is best.
I bow before You in worship because what You have done is best.’
“May God grant us grace from this day forth to offer Him not only the worship that is
borne out of revelation but also the worship that expresses itself in submission and
consecration. There are two aspects to our worship; one comes through revelation,
and it is the worship of God Himself. The other is to worship the ways of God
through our submission. We must say that whatever God does to us is right.
Whatever God does is always right.”

Saturday

Verses for Morning Revival
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Your nature can be vindicated in this way, I gladly accept the sufferings You give
me.’ This is the way to worship God.
“Please note that David acted as a normal human being in this experience. I often
feel that God's Word shows us people's inner feelings. David was not devoid of love
for his child, nor was he lacking in prayer for the boy. He loved his son and prayed
for him. He was not devoid of human affections; he was like all other people in the
world. Many spiritual people seem to live in an ethereal realm; they do not seem to
be living on earth. They do not act like normal human beings but do things in a
peculiar manner. In contrast, David was a normal person with human emotions and
love. However, when He saw God's ordination in this, he bowed before Him in
worship.
“May God deliver us from our controversies with Him! We often do not get what we
hope, expect, or ask for. If we have the vision, we will say, ‘God, this is Your way; I
bow before You in worship! I know that You are never wrong.’ Brothers and sisters,
let me say again that no one can worship God without submitting to His ways. In
order to worship Him, revelation is a basic requirement. In order to worship His
ways, subjection is a basic requirement. Apart from revelation, we cannot worship
God Himself; apart from subjection we cannot worship His ways. We need to be
brought to the point where we say, ‘God, I submit to You even if You take away
what I hold most dear and precious. My submission is worship. You are God; You
are never wrong. Your ways are never wrong. I praise You.’
“I count it as the greatest blessing of my life to have known Miss Barber. Scores of
times, perhaps even hundreds of times, I heard her pray, ‘Lord, I worship You for
Your ways.’ I know these were her deepest, strongest prayers. Scores of times in
prayer she said, ‘God, I praise Your ways.’ Please remember that God's ways do
not always mean a prospering of our ways, nor are they always beneficial to us.
God does not always hear our prayer. We may have prayed with fasting, but the
child still dies. At this point, we must say, ‘God I worship you.’ At such times, we
must still worship the ways of God.”

Friday

Verses for Morning Revival

Hebrews 11:21

Ephesians 5:1-2

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Worshipping God for His Stripping
“Finally, we need to see that God sometimes refuses prayer because He wants to
break us, like breaking David, or wants to vindicate Himself and His holiness. In the
following illustration, Job was a righteous man who had herds of cattle, flocks of
sheep, and children. One day a servant came to tell him that the Sabeans had
stolen all his cattle. Then another servant told him that fire from heaven had burned

21 By faith Jacob, while he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and
worshipped God, while leaning on the top of his staff

1 Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children;
2 And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an

offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

Page 6 Twelve Baskets Full Week 14

nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel. God has
delivered Midian and all the camp into his hand.’ When Gideon heard the account of
the dream and its interpretation, he worshipped (vv. 13-15). Gideon did not just
worship God; he also worshipped for the things God would do. He did not just
worship God for His power; he also worshipped for the way in which God would
defeat the Midianites, for His choosing, and for the way in which He was pleased to
fight the Midianites. It is God's ways and methods that bring in the worship in this
instance. Praise God that it is easy for Him to open a way for us. It seems absurd to
expect three hundred men to overthrow the Midianite army, yet God is able to make
a way. Please remember that God wants us to constantly emphasize one matter:
The portion that God should receive from His children is worship. This does not
mean that the work of God is not important, but this does mean that worshipping
God is to glorify God. This is what God requires of us. 
Worshipping God for the Gift of a Child
“In 1 Samuel 1 we truly touch the spirit of worship. Remember that Hannah did not
have any children. Her husband had two wives. The other wife had children, but
Hannah was barren and suffered much for it. Therefore, she begged the Lord for a
child, and her request was granted. As soon as the child was weaned, she brought
him to the temple in Shiloh and said, ‘It was for this child that I prayed, and Jehovah
has granted me my request that I requested from Him. Therefore I, for my part, have
lent him to Jehovah; all the days that he lives, he is lent to Jehovah’ (vv. 27-28). Do
we see these two phrases? They are exceedingly precious to me. Read them
together. ‘Jehovah has granted me...I, for my part, have lent him to Jehovah.’
Jehovah gave the child to her, and she gave the child back to Him. No answer to
prayer surpasses this one. The sum total of her request before God was this child.
She had suffered for a lifetime. Her constant hope was to have this child, but what
did she say in the end? ‘What You have given me, I will give to You; I will give You
the portion You have given me.’ O brothers and sisters, of such a person it can be
truly written that she ‘worshipped Jehovah.’ Hannah worshipped God in this
instance. Only the person who wants God Himself, rather than His gift, can worship
Him worthily. Hannah showed us what was supremely precious to her—not the gift
of God, not the fact He was willing to hear her prayer, not even Samuel whom He
gave, but God's way in giving Samuel to her.
“God gave her Samuel, so she gave Samuel to God. When Samuel passed out of
her hands, worship came forth. Please remember that no one who is not
consecrated can worship God. I think that some among us understand this matter.
The day in which we give everything to God, including our ‘Samuel,’ will be the day
in which we begin to learn how to worship. The day in which we see the altar is the
day in which we learn to worship.
“I can never forget Abraham. Lately, we have referred to him frequently, but I cannot
refrain from mentioning him again. I never cease to be impressed by the
preciousness of his remark to his servants in Genesis 22. When he was about to
ascend the mountain with Isaac, he said to his servants, ‘I and the lad will go yonder
and worship’ (v. 5). He did not say to sacrifice or make an offering, but to worship. It
was not sacrifice but worship. His worship was to offer Isaac up to God. It was good
for God to do things in this way, and he worshipped Him. O brothers and sisters, I
do not believe that anyone who has not really consecrated his all can truly worship
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God. If we do not have this kind of consecration, we will be unable to worship even if
we try. But when the day comes, as it came for Hannah, that our ‘Samuel,’ in whom
all our hopes are centered, passes out of our hands into God's hands, then worship
will flow out to God with him. Hannah knew the ways of God. Since God had given
her a son, she gave him to God, not just once, but for all the days of his life. She
worshipped God in this position.
“Worship always follows the cross and the altar. Wherever there is the cross, the
altar, consecration, and obedience to the ways of God, there is worship. Wherever
one gives up working for one's self or holding on to something for one's self, there is
worship. Worship is saying that we are not the center. The meaning of worship is
that God is the center. The meaning of worship is that I step aside and give all the
space to God. It is necessary for "Samuel" to pass out of our hands.”

Wednesday

Verses for Morning Revival

2 Samuel 12:20

Hebrews 13:15

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Worshipping God for His Vindication of Himself
“The ways of God do not always correspond to what we have prayed for. The
reverse is often true. The ways of God do not always mean prosperity for us; not
infrequently they bring adversity. What should our attitude be toward these ways of
God? Recall the record of David's sin in 2 Samuel 12. Bathsheba became pregnant
and bore a son. God sent the prophet Nathan with the message that the child would
surely die. David had sinned, but he loved his son even though the child was the
fruit of his sin. David, like all fathers, loved his child. What did he do? He prayed
ceaselessly before God, hoping that God would heal the child. But God said,
‘Because you have given the enemies of Jehovah much occasion to blaspheme Him
because of this thing, the son who is born to you shall also surely die’ (v. 14). You
all know that David knew how to pray. We can see how well David prayed in the
Psalms. David not only prayed but also fasted. All night long he lay prostrate on the
ground praying fervently. In the end, however, the child died.
Anyone who is not consecrated, who does not know God, who is not truly in
subjection to God, after praying so well and so fervently with fasting, lying prostrate
on the ground all night, surely would charge God with harshness when such a
request was not granted. Many would say that God is too strict and would never
worship Him again. They would stop going to the bread-breaking meeting. They
would stop petitioning God and praying to Him. Oh, many people have controversy
with God when their ways are not His ways. They fight and argue with God. They
ask God why He did such a thing to them. Many people do not submit to God's
ways. They say, ‘I cannot accept the fact that You have touched me in this way.’

20 Then David rose up from the ground and washed and anointed himself and
changed his clothes. And he went to the house of Jehovah and worshipped.
Then he went to his house; and when he requested it, they set food before
him, and he ate.

15 Through Him then let us offer up a sacrifice of praise continually to God, that
is, the fruit of lips confessing His name.
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They may not speak this aloud, but they disagree in their hearts and feel that God is
too harsh.
“The strange thing is that when others would have rebelled, David did not rebel.
When others would have been disappointed, David was not disappointed. When
others would have murmured, David did not murmur. When the child died, his
servants were afraid to break the news to him. They thought that if David had been
so overwhelmed with anxiety when the child fell sick, his grief would be
insupportable when he learned of the child's death. What happened? ‘Then David
rose up from the ground and washed and anointed himself and changed his clothes.
And he went to the house of Jehovah and worshipped. Then he went to his house;
and when he requested it, they set food before him, and he ate’ (v. 20). Worship is
bowing to the ways of God. When we submit to the ways of God, this is worship. It is
refraining from disappointment and murmuring. It is, henceforth, not being negative,
nor arguing with God. Instead, it is saying, ‘God, You are right in this.’ This is
worshipping God's ways.

Thursday

Verses for Morning Revival

1 Peter 1:3-9

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Worshipping God for His Vindication of Himself, cont’.
“It is often necessary for God to do many things to us to vindicate Himself. Do we
understand the meaning of this? God often has to vindicate Himself by making it
clear to the angels, to the devil, to the world, and to all His children that He has no
part in our sin. When we fail, fall, and do certain things, God's governing hand must
come in to vindicate Himself by showing all the angels, demons, worldly people, and
the church that He has no part in our action. For this reason, God places us in the
fire, and His governing hand is upon us; He does not let us off. How do we react at
such times? Those who know and love God, those who have a revelation of Him
and have seen His appearing, will bow before God and say, ‘If my suffering
vindicates Your holiness, then I say, “Amen.” If You can make known Your
righteousness by my tribulations, then I acknowledge that You do all things well. If

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according
to His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 Unto an inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled and unfading, kept in the
heavens for you,

5 Who are being guarded by the power of God through faith unto a salvation
ready to be revealed at the last time;

6 In which time you exult, though for a little while at present, if it must be, you
have been made sorrowful by various trials,

7 So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which
perishes though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

8 Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at
present, yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of
glory,

9 Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
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