
came across his way which made him very angry. Today, however, unconsciously he
no longer loves money. He has asked, ‘Must my love for money be given up in a spirit
of obedience? What if I give it up in a spirit of disobedience?’ I have answered that as
long as he has given up his love for money, it is all right. Many times we want to submit
quickly, and we ask God to give us grace that we might submit. This is very good. This
will cause us to go through less chastisement; it can save us some dealings. We can
reach the other side more quickly. But even if we are not that cooperative, He will bring
us through according to His good timing as long as we give Him the time. This is the
discipline of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, the inward working of the Holy Spirit is precious,
and the outward working of the Holy Spirit through our environment is also very
precious.”
 

Our Experience in the Church Life
“A certain brother thought that he was quite strong in faith until he fell ill. Then he began
to learn the real meaning of faith. If we have never been poor, we do not know how to
look to the Lord. If we have never been ill, we do not know faith. If we have never had
problems, we do not know true worship. If we are without experiences and have not
learned anything, we are poor. Anyone who tries to avoid difficulties is a poor person.
Everyone who asks for easy circumstances is poor. If we want progress, we must ask
for some situations to pass through. The more we want to learn, the more we must
experience. Our hope, our faith, and our submission all come into these different
situations to edify us and bring us through. If we have one more situation added
outwardly, we will have one more item of spiritual wealth added inwardly. We must
realize that every situation we encounter is for teaching us something, no matter how
hard it is for our flesh or how much we dislike it. We must bow our head and say, ‘This
is a chance, a once-in-a-lifetime chance, a hard-to-come-by opportunity! Lord, I thank
You!’ ”

 

 

Note: Text in quotations is based upon the booklet, Special Grace and Reserve Grace, by Watchman Nee.

Bold type and/or underlining have been added for emphasis.

Prayer Burdens

Announcements:

1. College/university students --Please pray for the college/university students (both ES
and CS) as they seek the Lord's testimony to be shining more in the campuses.

2. Chinese-speaking Gospel meeting at Hall 1 this past Saturday Pray that the Lord will
bless the 28 gospel friends (on record), among the 209 total attendance, to be gained by
Him, as many felt very good about the singing and message they received during the
Gospel meeting.

3. Grade 6 "JESUS AND ME" [JAM] Sessions Let's thank the Lord for the willing service
offered by various saints who have offered to serve the Grade 6 JAM ["Jesus and Me"]
sessions this year. The Grade 6 "JAM sessions" start Saturday March 1 at hall 3 (7
Gretna) Also, pray that all the 6 graders (also some 7 graders) would join JAM, so that
they would have assurance of salvation as they go through.
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Twelve Baskets Full Week 12

Febuary 18 - March 1, 2008

 Special Grace and Reserve Grace 

Weekly Bible Reading:

Romans 4:1-25; Galatians 4:1-31; Hebrews 11:1-40 

Hymns:

 

Monday

Verses for Morning Revival

Revelation 3:17-18

2 Corinthians 9:8

Readings for Inspiration and Truth
 
“In Revelation 3 the Lord said, ‘You are...poor’ (v. 17). These words were addressed by
Him to the church in Laodicea. This poverty implies that nothing had been laid up in
store. It implies not merely a momentary lack but a continuous lack. 
Many Brothers and Sisters are Dependent on the Experience of Special Grace
“Many brothers and sisters have a fundamental problem: They are maintained by the
experience of special grace. This is a serious problem. They are dependent on
temporary supplies of grace; they do not have the revelation which they saw ‘thirteen
years ago.’ We have said before that God's work in our lives is wholly a work of grace.
If He removed His grace from us, our lives would be an utter void. This is a fact which
we need to recognize. Nevertheless, it is also a fact that God does not want to see His
children to be devoid of any deposit of grace. He does not want them to be dependent
on interventions of special grace in order to be kept in His will. It is not well-pleasing to
Him if His children live from hand to mouth on special grace. He desires us to have a
rich deposit of grace.
“Many people have no such deposit. Consequently, the Lord told us to fast and pray. In
Matthew 17:21 the Lord said that some demons could only be cast out by prayer and
fasting. He told the disciples that they needed to have special prayer and fasting,
without which they would not have the needed power. Christians whose loins are not
girded, who are unrestrained, and whose spirits are wild have no choice but to live by
special dispensations of grace. If we have just come to the Lord, it is understandable if
we live by special grace; but if we are still dependent on such grace after we have
believed in the Lord for a year or two, this indicates a state of poverty and sickness.

17 Because you say, I am wealthy and have become rich and have need of nothing,
and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and
naked,

18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and white
garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness may
not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see.

8 And God is able to make all grace abound unto you, that, in everything always
having all sufficiency, you may abound unto every good work;
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This poverty is the result of living by special grace without having any extra or reserve
grace.
“What is wealth? Wealth is the reverse of poverty. Being spiritually wealthy means to
have a reserve of grace before God and not to rely on special grace. Poverty is
banished by the surplus of grace within.”

Tuesday

Verses for Morning Revival

Ephesians 4:7

2 Peter 1:2

2 Peter 3:18

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Paul Had Reserve Grace
“Many people cannot minister the word of God apart from inspiration. If at any given
time they have no fresh inspiration, their words stop... Even in the case of the first
twelve apostles and in the case of such a person as Paul, inspiration was not
continuous. In one instance he said, ‘I have no commandment of the Lord’ (1 Cor.
7:25a). He did not have a word from the Lord; the Lord did not say anything. The Lord
did not say it; he said it. In other words, he did not have revelation, spiritual inspiration,
or any fresh word from the Lord.
“But there is something amazing here. Paul said, ‘But I give my opinion as one who has
been shown mercy by the Lord to be faithful [or honest]’ (v. 25b). Paul was expressing
his own judgment. What a terrific thing to do. Over the past nearly two thousand years,
theologians have been afraid to touch these utterances of Paul, but Paul knew what he
was saying. When he was without immediate inspiration, he was still able to speak.
“To speak without inspiration would be presumption on the part of others. Others have
no word when they have no inspiration because they do not have extra reserves of
grace. God only gives them enough grace for today. This kind of person does not have
a word when they do not have immediate inspiration because they rely on special grace
to meet the present need. Without special grace, they have nothing to say.”
“We find a basic principle here. Paul had something other than immediate inspiration.
He had a deposit apart from immediate inspiration. He had this deposit because for
many years he had followed the Lord; he had been restricted; he had avoided sin and
failure. For years he had learned to fear the Lord. Over these years, things were
collecting within him. Although he did not have any immediate inspiration, he still had
things to say. These were his reserve, or in other words, his riches.
“No other Epistles unveil the person of Paul to us as his letters to the Corinthians. He
tells us that he is only expressing his own judgment; he has no specific inspiration from
the Lord. Yet we discover that what he uttered is actually a revelation to the church.
Here is a man speaking his own words, and they are recorded in the Bible as the word
of God. This touches the highest peak of the New Testament, where a man has been
edified, carved, purified, and constituted by God to such an extent that his word

7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of the gift of
Christ.

2 Grace to you…be multiplied in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and unto the day of eternity. Amen.
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happened must be molded into a teaching in us. This is the only way we will be able to
turn our experience into words to supply others. The situation does not just happen to
us. We are able to take what we have learned and supply it to others. When the light
comes, we can speak, and our words will supply others.
“God often deals with us, but we do not know it. Sometimes, however, we know. This
knowing makes the dealing more effective in reaching its end. We can believe and obey
because of the enlightenment. Therefore, we can quicken the end of the dealing. Fruit
is brought forth, and this fruit is ripened. This is man's end before God. This kind of
enlightenment is the eyesalve spoken of in Revelation 3:18. It enables one to see and
to shine.”

Saturday

Verses for Morning Revival

Job 40: 1-2

Job 42: 1-2

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
Concerning the Discipline of the Holy Spirit
“The discipline of the Holy Spirit means that when the Holy Spirit is operating in our
outward circumstances to bring us to a particular goal, He is also making an inward
demand on us. This operation is called the discipline of the Holy Spirit. If we do not
obey, it will not serve His purpose immediately. But even if we do not submit, He will
bring us to the point of obedience. A day will definitely come when He will make us
submissive. The discipline of the Holy Spirit often brings about our submission. This is
not to say that we have the will to submit in ourselves, but we are brought to the point
where we obey spontaneously. Brothers and sisters who have believed in the Lord for
many years can look back on their lives and count many times when the Lord spoke to
them and they obeyed. The Lord spoke again, and they obeyed again. We can all say
this. If we look back and think, we can identify many times when the Lord spoke and we
had no intention to obey. Yet, in the end we obeyed. This is the result of the discipline
of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we actually set our mind on disobeying, yet mysteriously,
after two or three years of confusion, our resistance fades away, and the disobedience
is no longer there. This is the result of the discipline of the Holy Spirit. When we submit
by ourselves, the job is done soon. But thank God, even when we have no heart to
submit, and there is no faith, we can still be brought to the point of submission. This is a
result of the discipline of the Holy Spirit. I often consider the discipline of the Holy Spirit
to be a measure whereby He fills up our own lack of submission.
“There are two aspects of the discipline of the Holy Spirit. The first is to cause us to
submit. God arranges our environment and calls us to submission. The second is the
discipline of the Holy Spirit in taking over our submission. We do not have any intention
of submitting, but the Holy Spirit works on us to the extent that we submit nevertheless.
“There was a brother who loved money very much. The Holy Spirit disciplined him
many times, but he still loved money. During the past three or four years, many things

1 And Jehovah answered Job and said,

2 Shall one who finds fault contend with the Almighty? Let him who argues with
God answer it.

1 Then Job answered Jehovah and said,

2 I know that You can do all things And that no purpose of Yours can be restrained.
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sheep and servants are burned, the house falls down, or the children die. It does not
matter whether there are sores on the body. The lips and tongue must submit and the
mouth must be pressed to the dust (see Job 1:6—2:10; 42:1-6). Such a day must
come. The Epistle of James uses the word end in 5:11, saying, ‘...his end from the
Lord.’ Here we see that it is not a matter of the frequency of our trials but a matter of
God reaching His end through the trials. Job's sons died. How many sons do we have
that we can allow them to die? One person does not have that many sons to lose. This
is a very serious matter. Job received a very heavy dealing, but he was still poor. We
should not think that God can give us unlimited trials... A person must pass through
many experiences, but there are only a limited number of situations he can go through.
If a person does not learn the lessons from what he passes through, he cannot reach
the end from the Lord. This means that the Lord will not attain His goal. Please
remember that if the Lord does not gain anything, we will not have much reserve. If this
is our case, we are just wasting the days, the dealings, the trials, and the discipline!
This is a fearful matter. Many people go through dealings, but they become broken,
useless vessels when they come out of them. This is like the potter's shop spoken of in
Jeremiah 18:4. The floor is covered with vessels that did not turn out properly. Even
though the vessels can claim that they have been put into the fire, they remain broken
on the floor.
“Therefore, our hope is not only that we would spend sufficient time before the Lord and
pass through enough experiences, but also that we would become vessels unto glory
after we pass through these experiences.
“Job did not just pass through experiences. One day God saw that a point of finality had
come. There was a new constitution in him; he had changed. This is a matter of
fundamental importance. It is not a matter of receiving more life, but a matter of
constituting the human life with the divine life.
“I will make a statement that I fear is often misunderstood by people: The old man
cannot be changed. It is a fact that God has crucified the old man, and it is also a fact
that God has put a new life within us. If God took this life away, the old man would still
be the old man. However, the Bible also says that man can be changed and that the
mind can be renewed and transformed (Rom. 12:2). Please remember that it is not
merely the new life within us that makes us different from others; we become different
from others by the working of this new life within us. When we live with someone for a
long time, we begin to resemble that person. When we live together with God for a long
time, it is really strange if we do not change in the slightest. Since the Holy Spirit lives in
us, there must be something that we have learned of Him that makes us like Him. This
is renewing and transformation.
“Therefore, we hope to learn our lessons, and we hope to arrive at a finality. Hopefully,
the time we spend before God and the lessons we have learned before Him will have
an end. The Lord put His Spirit inside us to enable us to learn the lessons and reach an
end. Only then will the Lord be able to use us to supply others. We cannot obtain this
from reading or from listening to Paul; it only comes from learning Christ (Eph. 4:20).
We do not do things merely because the Bible says so. We do them because we have
learned them for ourselves. We must have this quality before we can serve God and
before our words can supply others. 
4) Light Is Also Necessary
“The last thing needed is light. A person who is rich is one who receives much light. We
must not just learn the lessons; the Lord must also enlighten us in spirit so that we see
what we are learning. We do not merely know that something has happened. What has
Page 6 Twelve Baskets Full Week 12

becomes God's word. This is wealth. And this is an inward reserve which is the result of
God's many years of work on Paul. Special grace cannot bring one to this peak.”

Wednesday

Verses for Morning Revival

Luke 6:12

2 Corinthians 12:9

Matthew 13:52

Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
We Need to be Wealthy with Reserve Grace
“It is a great grief to me that I frequently meet brothers and sisters who are so
dependent on special grace that between the periodic help these experiences bring,
their words and state of mind lapse into that of a non-Christian. What a poverty-stricken
state this reveals! Once this kind of person lacks an incoming supply, he is empty. I
readily acknowledge that we all would be utterly destitute if God's grace were removed
from us; but it is also true that something of God's grace can be constituted into our
very being. God's reserve deposit in man is also a fact. Some people live from hand to
mouth, spending whatever comes in to meet their expenses of the moment. They
cannot withstand trials.
“What are trials? Trials are times when it seems that God does not care for us, listen to
us, or fellowship with us. Madame Guyon understood trials best. Spiritual trials are
times when it seems that God has covered His face and shut His mouth, when it seems
that He will not answer or make a sound, when it seems He is so quiet that there is no
God in heaven at all. These times of trial immediately separate those with reserves from
those with none.
“A poor person lives by the joy of prayer and sustains his living through the freshness of
the Lord's table. Whenever he does not have these, he fails for the week because he
cannot go on, and he stumbles. Many people rely on special grace for their entire life
and for all aspects of their living; they do not have reserves.
“Some people, such as Madame Guyon, go through trials for months at a time. During
the trials the entire world may appear so confusing that it seems as if there is no God. A
person with inward reserves of grace will be manifested by such a time. He will pass the
test. He has something inside that is sufficient. This something is called wealth. This is
the wealth that the Lord spoke of to the church in Laodicea (Rev. 3:18a).
“In summary, poverty is a lack of reserves; wealth is having reserves. We mean, of
course, spiritual reserves.

How to Have a Wealth of Reserves 
1) Time Is an Essential Factor

12 And in these days He went out to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole
night in prayer to God.

9 And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected
in weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that the
power of Christ might tabernacle over me.

52 And He said to them, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the
heavens is like a householder who brings forth out of his treasure things new and
old.
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“How can we be inwardly wealthy with reserves? This is a question of fundamental
importance. Permit me to say a very straight word to the younger brothers. No matter
who you are, none of you are really wealthy. Perhaps you think you have become rich.
But accumulating wealth requires time. Those who have spent time before God might
have some riches. Those who have not spent time without a doubt are poor. It is
impossible for young people to be wealthy. Time is an important factor. Formerly we
were of the opinion that some of the young people were ahead of the older ones in
basic spiritual matters. When we recently touched some deeper matters in Foochow,
we discovered that many of the finest young brothers were unable to grasp the most
practical matters. I appeal to you young ones to check how much you have
accumulated in spiritual reserves. I am afraid you only have the tiniest of reserves. Do
not be proud. Being proud is sheerest folly. You must realize that a long course still lies
before you. You must be constituted with and established by the Holy Spirit in this
course day by day. Time is a matter of primary importance. No one can skip over this
consideration.”

Thursday

Verses for Morning Revival

Ephesians 5:14

Ephesians 5:23b, 25b-27

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

How to Have a Wealth of Reserves, cont’d 
2) Experiences Are an Essential Factor
“Second, we must go through various experiences. Many people have spent much time
before God, but they have not passed through many experiences before God. If one
wants to become rich, he must spend time before God, and he must pass through
many experiences before God. The experiences one has to go through are the
discipline of the Holy Spirit. Some people have been Christians for eight or ten years,
but it seems as if the Holy Spirit is very lenient with them. It seems that He does not
discipline them or even pay attention to them. It is as if the Holy Spirit does not want to
concern Himself with their affairs. Other people, however, are taken in hand and not let
off; they are severely disciplined by the Holy Spirit. It does not seem to matter what
some people do, because the Holy Spirit does not speak to them through their
situations or their consciences. Their situations do not give them much trouble, nor do
their consciences. Even though these people have the benefit of the passage of much
time, they do not learn much from God because they are not restricted, carved,
hindered, and chastised enough. Therefore, they are not rich before God. For this

14 Therefore He says, Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.

15 Look therefore carefully how you walk, not as unwise, but as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

23 …Christ is Head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the Body.

25 …Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her

26 That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the water in the
word,

27 That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.
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reason, let us not be dismayed by the difficulties we face before God. Every one of
these situations adds to our wealth. The fewer problems we have, the less we will have
in reserve, and the fewer words we will be able to share with others. No one can have a
word without experience. Our wealth in the Word and our service to God's children are
in proportion to the experiences we go through. Our supply comes through the lessons
we have learned before God. This is not something that doctrines can give to us; nor is
it something that commentaries on the Bible can give to us. It is something we learn
when the Holy Spirit leads us in our daily walk.
“Therefore, I hope that we will not be slack in our daily experience in learning to follow
God. In all the disappointment and disillusionment we face, let us recognize the Lord's
severe dealings with us. Let us bow before Him in gratitude and worship Him,
acknowledging that His purpose in all these things is to enrich us and to lead us to
abundance.”
“There are many people around us who are Christians, but some seem to be protected
from trials. This kind of brother or sister has a very peaceful, quiet life, but we
immediately sense that the faith, hope, and reliance of these saints are very small and
poor.
“Therefore, I hope you will listen to my frank words. When you encounter trials, you
should lift up your head and praise the Lord, saying, ‘Lord, You are creating another
opportunity within me for me to gain some riches. Everything is working together for
good. You are going to produce something in me that others do not have so that I can
supply the church.’...
“… God is not treating us wrongly when He gives us more trials and difficulties; He is
actually treating us very well. He has selected us and has granted us favor by providing
us this big opportunity. We must look for this. If we have the light, we should always
consider one matter: How many experiences have we passed through before the
Lord?...”

Friday

Verses for Morning Revival

Romans 8:28-29

Hebrew 12:9-10, 14-15a

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

How to Have a Wealth of Reserves, cont’d 
3) The Need for Finality
“The Bible makes it abundantly plain that when God deals with a person, He does not
let go easily; He does things thoroughly. It does not matter whether cattle are stolen,

28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.
29 ^Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed
to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

9 …we have had the fathers of our flesh as discipliners and we respected them;
shall we not much more be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?

10 For they disciplined for a few days as it seemed good to them; but He, for what is
profitable that we might partake of His holiness.

14 Pursue peace with all men and sanctification, without which no one will see the
Lord;

15 Looking carefully lest anyone fall away from the grace of God…
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