
returned home after a meeting feeling somewhat unhappy. It seemed
that I was angry with everyone and everything. Nevertheless, something
within me was moving and living. This is the life-giving Spirit I
experienced in the meeting. Even when we are angry or unhappy, this
Spirit operates within us. If we turn to the Lord and say, ‘Lord,’ our
unhappiness or our anger will be swallowed up. This comes from the
life-giving Spirit who has been ministered into us without our being
conscious of it.
“Because I receive the supply of the life-giving Spirit in the church
meetings, I very rarely miss a meeting. It does not matter to me who
speaks in a particular meeting. My only desire is to be in the meeting
and to receive the supply. In particular, I enjoy the prayer meeting of the
church… During that meeting I am infused and saturated with the Spirit.
Afterward, it seems that everything is golden and that within me the tree
of life is growing and the river of life is flowing. Although there is no
message and even no word of encouragement, the life-giving Spirit is
ministered into my being. Many among us can testify of this experience.” 

(Witness Lee, Life-study of 2 Corinthians, Msg. 27, pp. 240-241)

Prayer Burdens

Announcements:

General

1. Please pray for the college students and the young people (1) for a new start for them on
campus. (2) that this year they are burdened to spread the gospel on campus.

2. Please pray for the Chinese-speaking sisters meeting with Joshua Lee on Sep. 22 that the
sisters will be warmed and perfected

3. Please pray for the Lords work in Ghana and Uganda as our brothers Titus Chu and Vern
Yoder visit them during the next 3 weeks.

1. Hall 3 Meeting Schedule
The Lord's Day meeting schedule is as follows:

10:00am - 10:30am
Lord's Table

10:30am - 11:00am
Refreshments and informal fellowship

11:00am - 12:00am
Praise, Songs and Message
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The church in Toronto

Twelve Baskets Full Week 1

September 17 - September 29, 2007

 The Flow of the Spirit 

Weekly Bible Reading:

 Ezekiel 47:1-12; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

Hymns:

 1198; 509; 983; 250; 251

Monday & Tuesday

Verses for Morning Revival

John 7:38-39a

John 16:12-14

Readings for Inspiration and Truth

The Flow of the Spirit is Progressing in the Churches Today

“There is a flow. Before God, we call it the ‘flow of the Spirit.’ In every
age God insures that this flow is not interrupted, that it is always
progressing. The flow of the Spirit is progressing in the churches today.
Some time ago I was reading a compilation of Wesley's messages. I
thank God because I can see that the flow of the Spirit has moved
onward today. If we look back and examine Wesley, on the one hand,
we have to admit that his work before God was tremendous and that
perhaps our living cannot match his. On the other hand, however, the
flow of the Spirit is moving on progressively today. 
1. A Basic Principle of the Flow

“Here is a basic principle: If we do what God wants to do in our
generation, we will get the flow of the Spirit. If, however, we always hold
on to our past and demand that God do according to what we rank as

38 He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost
being shall flow rivers of living water.

39
a

But this He said concerning the Spirit…

12 I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now.

13 But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all
the reality; for He will not speak from Himself, but what He hears
He will speak; and He will declare to you the things that are
coming.

14 He will glorify Me, for He will receive of Mine and will declare it to
you.
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important and desirable, we will not get the flow of the Spirit. It was all
right to be a Martin Luther in the sixteenth century, but it would be
insufficient just to be a Martin Luther in 1950. It was all right to be a
Madame Guyon in the Medieval Age, but it would be insufficient just to
be a Madame Guyon in 1950. It was all right to be a Wesley in the
eighteenth century, but it is inadequate to be a Wesley in 1950. It was all
right to be a Darby in 1828, but it is insufficient to be a Darby in 1950.
God is ever pressing onward, and every instrumentality fulfills its
function for the church. The flow of the Spirit in the church is always
going forward. 
2. A Basic Weakness in the Church

“Here many people have a basic weakness; that is, they do not
recognize the flow of the Spirit in the church. In the church there have
been many spiritual giants who have brought about many spiritual
things. Today we are heirs to their riches. Saints like Martin Luther,
Madame Guyon, John Nelson Darby, Evan Roberts, and Mrs. Penn-
Lewis all left us with some spiritual wealth. We cannot thank and praise
the Lord enough for this. Yet today even if we should succeed in being a
Martin Luther, a Madame Guyon, a Darby, a Roberts, or a Mrs. Penn-
Lewis, we would still be a failure because we would not have seen the
central point—the flow of the Spirit.”

(Watchman Nee, Twelve Baskets Full, Vol. 1, pp. 7-8)

Wednesday & Thursday

Verses for Morning Revival

Genesis 2:10

Revelation 22:1

Acts 1:8

Acts 8:4-5

10 And a river went forth from Eden to water the garden, and from
there it divided and became four branches.

1 And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle
of its street.

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you,
and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea
and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

4 Those therefore who were scattered went throughout the land
announcing the word as the gospel.

5 And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the
Christ to them.
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3. The Water Flowing Out From the Right Side of the House

“Ezekiel 47:1c also tells us that the water flows out from the right side of
the house. According to the Bible the right side signifies the highest
position. The flowing of the water from the right side indicates that the
flow of the Lord should have the preeminence. We need to give the Lord
the highest position, and we also need to give the flow of the Lord the
highest position. Then the flow will be prevailing and become the
controlling factor in our living and work. 
4. Flowing by the Side of the Altar

“The flowing is by the side of the altar (v. 1d). This indicates that the flow
is always by the cross. If we do not have the dealing of the cross, the
flow will be frustrated. If we would have the flow, we must have the
dealing of the cross. We need to be willing to pass through the cross so
that the flow may come forth.” 

(Witness Lee, Life-Study of Ezekiel, Msg. 26, pp. 303-304) 

 

Note: Bold type and/or underlining have been added for emphasis in the above verses and quotations.

 

Our Experience in the Church Life 
Examples of Experiencing the Flow of the Spirit at Home and in Church
Meetings

“…Many of us can testify that after coming into the church life, we began
to realize that there is something within us that is living, real, and
substantial. This is the Spirit within us working and making us joyful,
peaceful, and restful. This is the Spirit of life ministered into us as the life
supply by the ministry in the Lord's recovery.
“Before you experienced the Spirit in this way, it may have been very
easy for you to argue with your wife or husband. But if you experience
the Spirit as your life supply, something within restrains you when you
want to argue. For example, a sister may be tempted to blame her
husband, but deep within she realizes that she should go into her room
and pray. This experience comes from the Spirit as the life supply that is
ministered into us through the new covenant ministry.
“Perhaps in a church meeting not a word is spoken concerning the Spirit
as the life supply. You may have no consciousness of the Spirit being
ministered into you. But although nothing is said concerning this, it is
nevertheless a fact that in the meeting the Spirit is ministered to you.
There is a ministry in the recovery which inscribes the processed Triune
God as the life-giving Spirit into our being.
“Often in the meetings of the church we receive the supply of the Spirit
without being conscious of this fact. I can testify that many times I have
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was no one walking on this path. The recovery of a certain truth is quite
a different thing from actually walking on the path of that truth. It was not
until the time of T. Austin-Sparks that this spiritual reality began to
manifest itself. Now is the time for us to take the way of fully functioning
in the Body service. Everything should be consecrated for the
furtherance of the gospel. We attend school for the furtherance of the
gospel, and we work for the furtherance of the gospel. The recovery of
the Lord in the church is reflected in other areas as well. When the Lord
has a move in the church, He makes a corresponding move in the world.
We must reach the stage in which the whole Body is coordinating
together in the service and the stage in which everything is for the
gospel. When the whole church is serving, the Lord's coming will be at
hand. At that time not only will teaching be released, but the Holy Spirit
will be released as well. The church moves because the Holy Spirit
moves first. As soon as the Holy Spirit moves, all will say ‘Amen’ to His
move. The Holy Spirit has moved on ahead of us, and we are following
Him in this flow. Our words and our spiritual senses should all be up-to-
date with the flow of the Spirit.”

(ibid., pp. 11-13)

Living Water Will Flow Out from the Church of the Living God  
1. Water Flowing Out from the Threshold

“Ezekiel 47:1a says, ‘Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the
house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the
house eastward.’ In order for the water to flow forth, there must be a
threshold, an opening, through which it can flow. This indicates that if
we, through Christ, have more contact with God and draw closer to Him,
there will be an opening which will allow the living water of God to flow
out from the church. 
2. The River Flowing Toward the East

“The river issues forth from the house and flows toward the east (v. 1b).
The east is the direction of the glory of the Lord (Num. 2:3; Ezek. 43:2).
The flowing toward the east indicates that the river of God will always
flow in the direction of God’s glory. The river cares for God’s glory.
“Everything in the church life should be for God’s glory. For example, in
our preaching of the gospel, we should seek the glory of God. If our
gospel preaching is for God’s glory, there will be an outflow of living
water. However, if we do not care for the glory of God, the flow will be
limited. Everyone in the church should seek and care for the glory of
God. Then the living water will flow out from the church.
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Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
We Must Advance — the Flow of the Spirit is Always Going Onward

“Every age hinges upon a flow. We must admit that the whole trend of
the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, is an onward trend. God has been
revealed gradually and even progressively in age after age.
“A brother in Hong Kong once asked me the significance of the book of
Hebrews. I asked him, ‘What is the difference between the book of Acts
and the book of Hebrews?’ The book of Acts is a progressive book.
When we get to chapter eight, we cannot go back to chapter two. The
Lord had already gone to Samaria. If we go back to Jerusalem, how
could we ever get to the uttermost part of the earth? Where the Lord is,
there is the way. The Holy Spirit desired to go to Rome, and the Holy
Spirit desired to go to the uttermost part of the earth. Going to Samaria
was the first step; it was also a preparation for going to the uttermost
part of the earth. Producing apostles among the Gentiles was a right and
progressive thing to do. After the going out from Jerusalem, it would be
wrong to have the desire to stay in Jerusalem. The apostles to the
Gentiles kept going until they arrived at Rome.
“The book of  Hebrews shows us people wi th one of  two
identities—either Jew or Christian, but the book of Acts shows us people
with double identities—they were both Jews and Christians. In Acts
there was the record of the temple. At that time the Christians still visited
the temple on the one hand and prayed in the meeting, ‘Lord, I
consecrate myself to You,’ on the other hand. When they realized they
had sinned, they would seek help from the priest on the one hand and
pray on the other hand. At that time Christians divided their time
between being Jews and being Christians. There were two sacrifices,
two pardons, and two sin offerings. There was the cross, and there was
also an animal—the lamb. The book of Hebrews speaks to the
Christians who had shrunk back to Judaism: ‘Are you going to be a
Christian, or are you going to be a Jew?’ In Acts one could be both a
Christian and a Jew, but in Hebrews he could not be both. We must
choose to be one of the two. There can be only one redeeming lamb,
one priest, and one temple. Therefore, Hebrews 10 says to not abandon
the assembling of ourselves together (v. 25). If we stop meeting in
Christ, there will be no more sin offering (v. 26). Hence, there is only one
basic thought regarding Hebrews; that is, it is progressive. We must
advance. The flow of the Spirit is always going onward.
“Since the flow of the Spirit is ever advancing, what was done in
Jerusalem would not be sufficient to meet the need in Rome. What was
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accomplished in Caesarea would not be adequate for today. The
advancement spoken of here relates to the entire flow of the Spirit. God
let Titus destroy Jerusalem because He could only allow the existence of
one Jerusalem. After the church was established on the earth, God
destroyed the other Jerusalem. The destruction of Jerusalem brought an
end to the sacrifices. Jews might still keep the Passover today, but there
is no more lamb. This is progress. God destroyed the first one. In Acts,
one could have two identities. But when we come to Hebrews, we can
have only one. This is a very serious charge—there is no longer an
animal offering for sin.
“At the time of Acts, Paul still had a vow (18:18). Please do not measure
someone in a particular age according to God's absolute revelation.
Today we must follow the flow of the Spirit. Wherever the Spirit goes, we
should follow. It was not wrong for Paul to cut his hair and go into the
temple to purify himself (21:26), because the flow of the Spirit had
reached only to that stage. However, the book of Hebrews tears down
the entire Jewish religion. The book of Hebrews says that since that
which is perfect has come, Moses is over. God is progressing—in
teaching and in the flow of the Spirit.”

(ibid., pp. 8-11)

Friday & Saturday

Verses for Morning Revival

Ezekiel 47:1

Mark 16:14-15, 20

2 Corinthians 1:21-22

? 1…He brought me back to the entrance of the house, and there
was water flowing out from under the threshold of the house to the
east…and the water flowed down below the south side of the
house, on the south side of the altar.

14 And afterward He appeared to the eleven as they were reclining at
table, and He reproached their unbelief and hardness of heart,
because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had
risen.

15 And He said to them, Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel
to all the creation.

20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them and confirming the word by the accompanying signs.

21 But the One who firmly attaches us with you unto Christ and has
anointed us is God,

22 He who has also sealed us and given the Spirit in our hearts as a
pledge.
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Readings for Inspiration and Truth 
During Two Thousand Years of Church History, the Spirit of God has been
Progressing All the Time

“…Even after Acts 28, the Spirit of God is still going onward; He has
never stopped. Acts has no ending. We are foolish if we think that the
Holy Spirit has left the church. Actually, in every age God has always
raised up some people. In every age the church has been progressing.
From generation to generation, it is ever moving onward and ever
progressing forward, even up to the present day.
“Only those who walk according to God's heart are blessed with
descendants. Michal bore no children (2 Sam. 6:23), yet Bath-sheba, the
mother of Solomon, had sons (12:24). A descendant is the continuation
of the line of the Holy Spirit—this is what I call the flow of the Spirit. We
have inherited all the grace from our forefathers and ancestors; we
receive our spiritual heritage from them. Is God's way an advancing way
among us today, or is He moving through somebody else? This is what I
call the authority of the Holy Spirit. Once we fail, the Holy Spirit will
express Himself through somebody else. The authority of the Holy Spirit
is like the trunk of a tree; it grows undeterred. Wherever the seal of the
Spirit is, there God's way is.
“What if this line is broken? We should study church history to observe
God's footprints. Such footprints can be detected in history and in the
church. When we look back to Martin Luther, we can see many
weaknesses in him, but during his time, Luther's work was the peak of
the work of the Holy Spirit. Today we are the fruit of Luther's work. None
of us has a life that is long enough to manipulate this line.
“Throughout the ages, the church has been like stepping stones in a
stream. The work of the Holy Spirit on us is to make us stepping stones
through which He can move. This is our greatest glory. If He cannot
secure a way through us, He will choose another stone to step on. If He
cannot be released through us, we will suffer the greatest loss. The seal
of the Holy Spirit may be at a certain place at present, but where it will
be ten years from now we cannot tell. Each day the Holy Spirit is
bypassing men and setting them aside, group by group. Many people
seem to have lost their usefulness. Therefore, we have to be on the path
of the Holy Spirit. If the Spirit cannot accomplish anything through us, He
must make a new start with somebody else. What a solemn matter this
is!
“We should always walk on the positive path. In the past twenty years,
Brother T. Austin-Sparks has been concerned with the Body service.
Some brought up this matter one hundred thirty years earlier, but there
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